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Last week, three members of Nicaragua's four-member National Reconciliation Commission
said the government had not yet done enough to comply with the regional peace accord, signed
Aug. 7, 1987, in Guatemala City. They said the government would have to undertake major new
steps before the Jan. 15 Central American summit meeting in Costa Rica to show good faith. In an
interview with the New York Times (01/11/88) on Jan. 8, Mauricio Diaz, who represents opposition
parties on the commission, said, "The Sandinistas say they don't have to go any further until
Honduras closes down the bases that the contras use there, and strictly speaking, they are correct.
But Nicaragua is in the most desperate situation because we are paying such a high price in blood.
I am praying that the Sandinistas will do something dramatic before January 15 in order to change
the equation." Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo, who heads the commission and serves as mediator
between the Sandinistas and the contras, issued a statement last week charging that the government
has not substantially changed its policies in recent months. "Since the creation of the National
Reconciliation Commission a vast range of human rights violations has been reported, ranging
from physical and psychological tortures to atrocious murders and including persecutions, unjust
imprisonments, refusals to obey the Supreme Court, abuses of authority, killings of peasants,
harassments, mistreatment of prisoners, kidnappings perpetrated by state security agents, the
existence of secret prisons, etc., etc." [An editorial published in the pro-government daily El Nuevo
Diario on Jan. 9 described the Cardinal's statements as untrue and irresponsible.] Gustavo Parajon,
an independent member of the Commission who was named by the government, said: "I am very
disappointed that [the US] Congress seems willing to send more money to the contras, because that
undermines the peace process...I want to see the Sandinistas do more to try to change some minds
up there. I really want some radio programs reopened, plus an amnesty and a lifting of the state
of emergency." "The Sandinistas have taken some partial steps, but they haven't done enough to
comply...The perception of Nicaragua in Washington is less positive than it was a month ago. The
situation is not yet fatal, but it is very critical."
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